Protest as Gideons’ attempt to get Scottish
police forces to hand out Bibles

Posted: Fri, 27th Apr 2012

Gideons International has offered commemorative editions of the New Testament and Psalms to
the Scottish police forces for them to give out to their employees ahead of an amalgamation of the
forces.

Gideons International wrote: "In light of the current situation with regards to the future
amalgamation of the eight independent police forces in Scotland, we want to make the following
offer: that as a memento, but more importantly as a valuable guide to life, we wish to make
available a dark blue slimline New Testament and Psalms, duly badged, for each force wishing to
accept them. These can be offered to all members of the individual force, both serving police
officers and civilian staff."

It's understood that of the eight forces asked, Strathclyde Police,Dumfries and Galloway
Constabulary and the Central Scotland Police Force have so far turned down the offer of Bibles.
Grampian Police confirmed it has accepted the offer.

The move has been criticised by the Unison trade union and the Gay Police Association (GPA)
which argue that the police should not be seen to be promoting one particular religion.

The GPA said: "The police must be seen to be representative of all peoples including their cultures,
faiths and identities. If Gideon or, for example, the Christian Police Association wish to extend this
offer to police of?cers and staff, then surely this can be done without the actual involvement of the
police force concerned.”

A Grampian Police spokesman told the press: "Grampian Police has accepted the offer of free
Gideon New Testaments for police officers and staff. The commemorative Testaments were
offered at no cost to the force and will only be issued to staff who request them. No offers have
been received in relation to other scriptures or narratives from other faith or non faith groups and if
they were, they would be considered in a similar manner."

Supporting forces who had declined the offer of badged Bibles, a UNISON spokesperson said: "It is
not the role of a Police Force either to provide official endorsement of any religion or foist religious
views on its staff.

"Police forces exist to serve people of all religions and none. As employers they should be aware
that their staff are drawn from people of all religious outlooks and none. We are pleased that the
majority of Scotland's police forces take their role as employers and impartial servants of the public
seriously enough to reject this offer. We hope that the remainder will do likewise."
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Related Campaigns

Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.

Read More

Related Articles

NSS welcomes Network Rail decision to remove religious
messaging

Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fithess to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »

Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government

Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »

NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
In Wales
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NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic” to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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