
Irish Government powerless to stop funding
school chaplains
Posted: Fri, 23rd Mar 2012

As Ireland sinks once more back into recession, the Department of Education has been told that it
cannot legally cut state funding for school chaplains. The Department considered the move as part
of recent cuts to school budgets. At present it spends €9m every year for the salaries of chaplains
in community and comprehensive schools.

However, after taking legal advice, the Department was told that the payments were enshrined in
the deed of trust that governs the schools and so had to continue.

The funding of salaries for school chaplains has been criticised lately, given the abolition of ring
fenced funding for guidance counsellors in schools.
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Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.

Read More
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NSS welcomes Network Rail decision to remove religious
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Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fitness to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »

Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government

Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »

NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
in Wales

NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic" to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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