
Essex County Council scraps transport
subsidy for “faith schools”
Posted: Thu, 29th Mar 2012

A school bus subsidised by Essex County Council which took pupils to two "faith schools" has been
scrapped. The county council will no longer help fund the service from Canvey and Benfleet to St
Thomas More and St Bernard's Catholic schools in Westcliff.

The service is currently offered at a subsidised rate of £330 per pupil a year. From September, new
pupils will have to pay £990 directly to the bus company, or find alternative transport. Pupils
already at the schools will continue to get the subsidy until they finish Year 11. The council also
says it will subsidise low income families.

A spokesman from Essex County Council said: "Following a recent, extensive consultation, the
county council has taken the decision to remove the subsidy for travel to faith schools for new
entrants. Families may be able to purchase a seat on these services direct from the transport
provider."
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No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.
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NI assembly votes in favour of inclusive, evidence-based
RSE

MLAs speak of "twisted" RSE teaching that thoughts of sex are "sinful" and same-sex relationships
"laughed at". Read More »

Faith school takeover proceeds despite overwhelming
opposition

NSS: Governors 'concealing' strength of feeling against Church of England ethos. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

Allowing more religious selection in schools would be a big
mistake

Abandoning the 50% admission cap would exacerbate the discrimination, disadvantage and
division inherent with faith schools, argues Stephen Evans. Read More »

NSS joins open letter against faith school discrimination

Education experts, politicians, religious leaders and public figures unite to call on Education
Secretary to keep the faith school admissions cap. Read More »
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