NSS supports Freedom of Expression Rally

Posted: Fri, 17th Feb 2012

Several members of the NSS Council and several members of staff attended the One Law for All
Free Speech rally outside parliament last week. Speaking for the NSS was Executive DirectorKeith
Porteous Wood.

Keith pointed to the decades of neglect in academic institutions in failing to stand up to threats to
freedom of expression. He warned about the conflation of race and religion that continues to be
exploited by those trying to silence critics by equating any criticism of Islam with so-called
Islamophobia and branding it, and critics, as racist.

Keith called on all in academe to recognise the crucial importance of freedom of expression as the
bedrock of democracy and a free society and to fight much harder to preserve it. Keith is also
concerned about the commitment of the police and CPS to tackle these issues and has experience
of them even seeking to prosecute television journalists bravely trying to expose hate speech.

His full speech is here (pdf).
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Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.
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https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/we-must-empower-secular-schools-to-assert-their-ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

NSS hosts talk with author of Annie Besant book

Renowned author Michael Meyer discusses 'A Dirty, Filthy Book' in online event. Read More »

Three years on, the lessons of Batley are yet to be learned

The Batley affair exposed the Islamist threat to UK schools. We're still yet to come to terms with its
implications, says Jack Rivington. Read More »

Response unit needed to tackle blasphemy flashpoints,
report says

Recommendations echo NSS calls for more support for schools facing religious intimidation and
threats. Read More »
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