Catholic midwives lose abortion
'conscientious objection' case
Posted: Wed, 29 Feb 2012
Two Catholic midwives have lost a legal battle after claiming that being asked to supervise nurses
involved in abortion procedures violated their religious conscience.
The two women said being forced to supervise staff taking part in abortions at Southern General
Hospital in Glasgow violated their human rights.
In judgement at the Court of Session in Edinburgh , Lady Smith said their right of conscientious
objection was not unqualified and they had agreed to take up the roles of labour ward coordinators, although they now took objection to the job content. She added that "They knowingly
accepted that these duties were to be part of their job. They can be taken to have known that their
professional body, the Royal College of Nursing, takes the view that the right of conscientious
objection is limited and extends only to active participation in the termination."
NSS president Terry Sanderson said: "These women knew when they started the job that the
conscientious objection that is allowed only extends to direct participation in the abortion and not
to supervising other nurses who might be working in that area. The court has made the right
decision not to extend the scope of the conscientious objection otherwise where would it end?
Would they be able to object to working in a hospital that carries out terminations? Or for a health
authority that carries out terminations? They are perfectly entitled to their religious beliefs, but they
must understand that not everyone shares them and if they don't want to do the duties that are
required of them, they should go into another line of work.
"Abortion is legal in this country and no woman undertakes it lightly. It is stressful enough without
the added burden of dealing with disapproving midwives".
This is the latest in a series of attempts by religious believers to put their beliefs above patient
care. Like all previous attempts to secure special privileges at work, this one has failed.
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Related Campaigns

Reproductive rights
We’ve defended reproductive rights from religiously motivated restrictions since our founding.
Read More

Healthcare
Public services that are intended for the whole community, especially those funded by public
money, should be provided in a secular context.
Read More

Reform chaplaincy
NHS-funded pastoral care shouldn’t be discriminatory or organised around religion/belief.
Read More

Defend equality laws
Religious freedom isn’t a 'right' to discriminate, we vigorously defend our equality laws.
Read More

