Norway set to allow police and judges to wear
headscarves and hijabs

Posted: Tue, 17th Jan 2012

A Norwegian government-appointed committee is set to make recommendations that will allow
police and judges to wear clothing and personal effects with religious overtones, including the
Muslim hijab.

Tasked with setting out a new religious affairs policy, the committee believes that religious symbols
like the hijab and the Christian cross should be granted a place in Norwegian public life.

"We need to be able to tolerate being exposed to other people's religion, whether we meet an
imam in a hospital corridor or a police officer with a hijab,” one committee member told the
Christian newspaper Vart Land.

Another member confirmed the committee's stance: "Based on discussions with the committee, |
am convinced that it will be possible to combine religious headgear with judges' robes and police
uniforms."

Sturla Stalsett, who heads the committee, clarified that Norway would not choose to go down the
same road as France, which banned the wearing of the hijab in schools in 2004. "Our conclusions
will reflect the fact that we in no way want to hide away or reduce the presence of religious
symbols. We want to ensure that diversity can be robust,” he said.

The issue of hijab-wearing police officers sparked a furious debate three years ago, leading then
Justice Minister Knut Storberget (Labour Party) to retract a proposal that would have allowed
Muslim women in the police force to wear the headscarves.

The religious policy committee, formed by Culture Minister Anniken Huitfeldt (Labour Party), held
its first meeting in August 2010. It has been mandated with examining Norway's current policies on
faith and religion with a view to developing new proposals that will give the country a more
coherent approach. It is expected to present its findings by the end of this year.
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Freedom of religion or belief

Secularism protects freedom of religion or belief for all.

Read More
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We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

School’s decision to restrict prayer rituals lawful, court finds

Disadvantage to Muslim pupils outweighed by need to promote interests of whole school
community, judge says. Read More »

The universality of human rights needs defending

Seventy-five years on from the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its promise
of freedom and equality remains a distant dream for those living under religious rule, says Stephen
Evans. Read More »

Freedom of religion or belief must include the freedom to
‘blaspheme’

The freedom to question and criticise religious ideas in the same manner as any other kind is
foundational to a democratic... Read More »

Established church hinders religious freedom, NSS tells UN
expert

The NSS has told a UN expert that lack of separation between Church and state is undermining
freedom of religion or belief in the UK. Read More »
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