
Majority of Britons want bishops out of the
House of Lords
Posted: Tue, 31st Jan 2012

A Yougov poll for the Sunday Times has revealed that the majority of people in this country do not
think Church of England bishops should be entitled to sit in the House of Lords.

The poll asked: "Currently, 26 senior Church of England bishops are entitled to sit in the House of
Lords and vote on laws. Do you think bishops should or should not be entitled to seats in the
House of Lords". In response, 58% said no, they should not be entitled, while 24% thought they
should. 18% didn't know.

It also asked asked: "How in touch or out of touch with public opinion do you think the Church of
England bishops are? 65% said they were out of touch, 21% said they were in touch while 14%
didn't know.

Keith Porteous Wood, Executive Director of the National Secular Society, said: "The Government
should take its cue on the Bench of Bishops in the House of Lords from the public, who
overwhelmingly believe the Bishops should go. The time has gone for kow-towing to these out of
touch bishops and vested interests in the Church. When reform of the House of Lords comes up for
debate, the removal of the Bench of Bishops can now be considered with confidence with the
knowledge that most of the country think it should go."
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Related Campaigns

Scrap the bishops’ bench

End the archaic, unfair and undemocratic bishops’ bench in the House of Lords.

Read More
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Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Related Articles

Review: CofE leaders mainly to blame for sacking
safeguarding body

"Extreme time pressure" imposed chiefly by archbishop of Canterbury caused "serious design
flaws" in safeguarding board, review finds Read More »

The time to disestablish the Church of England has come

Lib Dem peer Paul Scriven explains why he has introduced a bill in parliament to separate Church
and state. Read More »

More than half of clergy think CofE establishment needs
review

Nearly 12% of priests support disestablishment, survey finds Read More »

Tackling CofE privilege unites Anglicans and atheists at NSS
event

Politicians and priests united to challenge Church of England privileges at a National Secular
Society event in parliament... Read More »

Hold the Church to account for abuse – separate it from the
state

The Church of England's increasingly dire record on safeguarding should have consequences for
its established status,... Read More »
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