MP Letter: Parliamentary Prayers
End Parliamentary Prayers - Early Day Motion (EDM)
An Early Day Motion (EDM) has been tabled in parliament calling for an alternative to
parliamentary prayers, to make parliament welcoming to people of all faiths and none.
EDMs are single-sentence motions which formally call for a debate on a subject at an early
opportunity and which MPs are invited to sign. You can read more about this EDM here.
Please urge your MP to sign the EDM: type your postcode into the blue box below to begin.
Hints and tips
- Personalising your letter will make it more likely to have an impact. An introduction about why you
are writing to the MP is useful.
- Keep your thoughts fairly brief. MPs are busy and get a lot of correspondence.
- Use clear and simple language.
- If you have an interesting perspective which undermines arguments for privileging religion in
parliament, consider sharing it.

Name*:
Email*:
Postcode*:
Address:
Message*:
Dear {{name}}
I am writing to ask you to give your consideration to the removal
of prayers from the official business of Parliament, and to put
your name to an EDM (#1967) on the matter.
Ending parliamentary prayers would set a tangible example of the
reform which is needed in the House and would represent a positive
step forward for modernity, equality and freedom of conscience.
Parliamentary prayers assert the superiority of Christianity and
the Church of England in particular at Westminster. Although some
see them as part of tradition, many regard them as anachronistic.
In practice the prayer session serves as an antiquated seat
reservation system, unfit for a modern legislature and at odds with
an egalitarian society which respects the principle of freedom of
and from religion. Modern Britain is religiously diverse; it is
important that Parliament reflects the country as it is today.
I therefore call on you to reform this outdated system by signing
EDM #1967, which states:
“That this House recognises that religious worship should not play
any part in the formal business of the House of Commons; believes
that parliamentary meetings should be conducted in a manner equally
welcoming to all attendees, irrespective of their personal beliefs;
further believes that Parliamentary Prayers are not compatible with

a society which respects the principle of freedom of and from
religion; urges that prayers should not form part of the official
business of Parliament; and calls on the Procedure Committee to
alternative arrangements.”
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I hope that you will share my view that parliamentary meetings
should be conducted in a manner equally welcoming to all
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parliamentarians,
irrespective of their personal religious beliefs.
Please support efforts to end the practice of parliamentary prayers
by signing the EDM.
Yours sincerely,

