MP Letter: Mubarak Bala
Free Mubarak Bala
Mubarak Bala, president of the Humanist Association of Nigeria, was arrested in April for
'blasphemy' after allegedly insulting the Islamic prophet Muhammad on Facebook. 'Apostasy' and
'blasphemy' are prohibited by law and punishable by death in Nigeria. Furthermore, serious and
credible death threats have been made against Bala. There are therefore grave concerns for
Bala's safety and well-being.
Please ask your MP to urge Rehman Chishti (Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or
Belief) and the Foreign & Commonwealth Office to assist in securing the safe release of
Mubarak Bala.
Read our news story on Bala's arrest here. There is further information on Humanists
International's website.
MPs receive a lot of research and correspondence from campaigning organisations. When their
constituents also share these reports it shows that voters care about this issue.
You can use the below template to share the report and its findings and recommendations with
your MP; just enter your postcode to get started. Please consider taking the time to personalise it.
Let your MP know:
Why this matters to you
What you'd like them to do about it.
Any other interesting perspectives you may be able to offer on the issue.

Name*:
Email*:
Postcode*:
Address:
Message*:
Dear {{name}}
I urge you to take action to secure the safe release of Mubarak
Bala, who has been arrested in Nigeria for alleged 'blasphemy'.
Mubarak Bala, president of the Humanist Association of Nigeria, was
arrested in April for 'blasphemy' after allegedly insulting the
Islamic prophet Muhammad on Facebook. 'Apostasy' and 'blasphemy'
are prohibited by law and punishable by death in Nigeria.
Furthermore, serious and credible death threats have been made
against Bala. There are therefore grave concerns for Bala's safety
and well-being. More information about Bala's case can be found
here: https://humanists.international/2020/05/nigerian-humanistawaits-formal-charges/
Please urge Rehman Chishti, Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion
or Belief, and the Foreign & Commonwealth Office to call on the

Nigerian authorities to:
- Release Mubarak Bala immediately and unconditionally;
Grant Field
Bala free and unimpeded access to his legal counsel;
*-Required
- Guarantee Bala’s well-being and safety while he remains in
detention, particularly in light of the many death threats he has
Preview
Letterand the increased risks posed to him as a prisoner during
received
the COVID-19 outbreak;
- Transfer Bala to a neutral territory, such as Lagos, where it is
more likely that he will receive a fair trial, if any trial against
him were to take place.
Mubarak Bala's arrest is an appalling and deeply concerning attack
on freedom of expression which should be condemned in the strongest
terms. He is in danger for simply speaking his mind, and the UK
government should join others in working to ensure he is released
without delay. The UK must uphold its values of democracy,
individual liberty and tolerance of those with different faiths and
beliefs by speaking up for Bala's right to free speech, and
speaking out against Nigeria's persecution of its people through
'blasphemy' and 'apostasy' laws.
Yours sincerely,

