Muslims must be protected. Islam must not.

Posted: Wed, 24th Jul 2013 by Terry Sanderson

The Muslim Council of Britain has called for a "serious national response” from the government to
attacks against Muslims and mosques.

MCB leader Farooq Murad, said people were living in fear. He said that following the events in
Woolwich, there has been a significant increase in anti-Muslim hate crimes across the UK.

Mr Murad said: "The community has patiently borne the brunt of these attacks despite condemning,
in the strongest possible terms, the tragic murder of Drummer Lee Rigby. Despite this spike in
incidents, there has yet to be a coordinated national effort to ensure that these sorts of attacks
never happen again.

"It cannot be right that a minority community is allowed to be targeted in this manner."”
Mr Murad said the suspected bomb attacks on mosques marked "the crossing of a red line".

"Had these bombs exploded, people would have been killed," he said. "There is an urgent need for
the government and police to respond with a coordinated national strategy so as to prevent further
attacks.

"For many Muslim communities across this country, there is a palpable sense of fear. While the
local police are doing all they could to investigate these incidents, the national response has been
far from satisfactory."”

But we have to be careful not to be stampeded into precipitate action by claims, which because of
their emotive nature, can so easily be manipulated.

It is entirely wrong that people from any minority should be targeted for violence or persecution
simply because of their membership of that minority. Indeed, the law specifically recognises that,
and there are severe penalties for crimes that are motivated by religious hatred.

If people are attacked in the street — whether they are Muslim or not — it is a crime. If their
property is damaged by vandals, it is a crime. If they are threatened or harassed because of their
religion, it is a crime that attracts extra penalties.

So what exactly is Mr Murad asking from the Government when he criticises it for not doing enough
to protect Muslims?

Given that they are protected in every way that every other citizen is, their human rights are as
valued as any other person's living in this country and, in fact, there are extra penalties for crimes
that are religiously motivated, what is he expecting the Government to do?

Is he complaining that the police are not doing enough to enforce the law? In which case he may
have a point. But in his statement he says that he feels the police have done everything in their
power to investigate these crimes.


https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/authors/850
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-23412247
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/terrorism-in-the-uk/10093568/The-truth-about-the-wave-of-attacks-on-Muslims-after-Woolwich-murder.html

So what else is he asking from the Government? Is the next demand, after a spot of panic-
mongering about persecution, that not just Muslims be protected, but Islam itself? We must wait to
see whether the concept that Muslims are "deeply wounded" when their religion is criticised gets
lumped in with the bombs in mosques and the people being beaten up. It wouldn't be the first time
the MCB has tried to criminalise criticism of Islam.

Fortunately, the MCB fell out of favour with the Government in 2009 and all links were severed
after much criticism of its members and its activities.

The NSS wants all Muslims living in Britain to feel safe. We deplore attacks on individuals and on
places of worship. But the fault lies not in the law, which is sufficient, but perhaps in a failure to
enforce it vigorously enough.

We do not need any more "hate crime" laws that are so easily exploited and misused.

And nor do we need protection for religious ideas or dogmas, which must always be open to
criticism, examination and — where appropriate — ridicule.

We must watch carefully where this present campaign to promote the idea that Muslims are being
widely persecuted in Britain is leading. All claims must be forensically checked and verified, and
none taken at face value.

We must not allow it to be exploited to justify anything that looks even remotely like a blasphemy
law.

Terry Sanderson
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Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter

Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Free speech

Related Campaigns

Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.

Read More


http://www.islam-watch.org/adrianmorgan/Muslim_Council_Britain.htm%20.
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fopinion%2F2013%2F07%2Fmuslims-must-be-protected-islam-must-not%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fopinion%2F2013%2F07%2Fmuslims-must-be-protected-islam-must-not%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Muslims+must+be+protected.+Islam+must+not.
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fopinion%2F2013%2F07%2Fmuslims-must-be-protected-islam-must-not%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Muslims+must+be+protected.+Islam+must+not.&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fopinion%2F2013%2F07%2Fmuslims-must-be-protected-islam-must-not%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Muslims+must+be+protected.+Islam+must+not.
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/tags/Free+speech
https://www.secularism.org.uk/free-expression/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/free-expression/

Related Articles

NSS: Report reveals ‘inherent danger’ of Islamophobia
definition

Creeping restriction of free expression illustrated in report's account of increasingly spurious
accusations of 'Islamophobia’. Read More »

We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

NSS hosts talk with author of Annie Besant book

Renowned author Michael Meyer discusses 'A Dirty, Filthy Book' in online event. Read More »

Three years on, the lessons of Batley are yet to be learned

The Batley affair exposed the Islamist threat to UK schools. We're still yet to come to terms with its
implications, says Jack Rivington. Read More »


https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-report-reveals-inherent-danger-of-islamophobia-definition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-report-reveals-inherent-danger-of-islamophobia-definition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-report-reveals-inherent-danger-of-islamophobia-definition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/we-must-empower-secular-schools-to-assert-their-ethos
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/we-must-empower-secular-schools-to-assert-their-ethos
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-hosts-talk-with-author-of-annie-besant-book
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-hosts-talk-with-author-of-annie-besant-book
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/three-years-on-the-lessons-of-batley-are-yet-to-be-learned
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/three-years-on-the-lessons-of-batley-are-yet-to-be-learned

