
Cracks appearing in NHS, but chaplains sail
on regardless
Posted: Wed, 28th Nov 2012 by Terry Sanderson

Horror stories about the state of the National Health Service are an almost daily occurrence now.
Latest is a report from the Kings Fund issued this week. The think tank warned that "cracks are
beginning to appear" as waiting times creep up, and hospitals struggle with their finances.
Hospitals need to cut all unnecessary spending.

Which brings us to an advertisement in this week's Church Times for a "Head of Spiritual and
Pastoral Care" at Hillingdon Hospitals. A salary of £30,460 - £40,157 is offered to someone to
manage the Trust's Spiritual and Pastoral Care services. He or she will "manage the chaplaincy
team". Accommodation available if needed.

Maybe prayer will be the only "treatment" available in hospitals soon as they close and go
bankrupt.

Terry Sanderson

Terry Sanderson was the former president of the National Secular Society. The views expressed in
our blogs are those of the author and may not necessarily represent the views of the NSS.
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Related Campaigns

Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.

Read More
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NSS welcomes Network Rail decision to remove religious
messaging

Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fitness to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »

Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government

Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »

NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
in Wales

NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic" to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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