
Parliamentary candidates offer support for
faith schools, non-stun animal slaughter and
circumcision
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The National Secular Society has criticised prospective MPs for offering their support to non-
therapeutic male circumcision, religious slaughter of animals without stunning, and faith schools.

Many former MPs seeking re-election have signed up to a document, called 'The Ten
Commitments', produced by the Board of Deputies of British Jews.

The Board of Deputies is asking MPs to "Defend the right to a Jewish way of life" by allowing the
slaughter of animals without pre-stunning and defending the medically unnecessary circumcision of
young boys.

The document also asks MPs to affirm "the importance of faith schools within the education
system."

The Society said, "Religious freedom is not a totally unlimited and unqualified right. Religious
freedom should not override the rights of young children to be free from unnecessary and
potentially harmful surgery, and it should not override animal welfare standards that have
overwhelming support in society. We urge candidates to consider these issues and the widespread
public opposition to allowing religious animal slaughter without pre-stunning."

Conservative PPCs Bob Blackman and Jonathan Reynolds, as well as Labour candidates Kate
Osamor, David Lammy, Ann Coffey, Mike Katz, Karen Buck, Mike Gapes, Jonathan Reynolds and
Blair McDougall have all signed the Ten Commitments pledge so far.
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Related Campaigns

End non-stun slaughter

No more religious exemptions from animal welfare laws.
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Related Articles

NSS slams government for backtracking on non-stun
slaughter labels

Defra consultation on "fairer food labelling" omits slaughter, despite 97% supporting labels for
slaughter method. Read More »

Ritual slaughter: is the government about to renege on its
commitment to consult?

Stephen Evans criticises the government's U-turn on animal welfare and says food labelling policy
should serve consumers rather than religious interests. Read More »

Wales Green Party drops pledge to ban non-stun slaughter

Members vote to monitor slaughter "without prejudice towards minority religious and cultural
groups". Read More »

Clear support for mandatory labels for non-stun meat, report
finds

There is significant support for mandatory labels for meat from animals slaughtered without
stunning, a government... Read More »

Policy could drive up non-stun meat in public sector, NSS
warns

Policy changes could lead to more meat from animals slaughtered without stunning supplied in the
public sector, the NSS has warned. Read More »
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