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A number of new faith schools have been approved to open by the Department for Education (DfE)
in the twelfth wave of free schools applications.

Twelve faith school are included in the 131 free schools approved – with a further three schools to
be run by the faith-based Oasis Multi Academy Trust (MAT).

The approved faith schools include three Islamic designated schools in Birmingham, Bradford and
Manchester.

In Bradford the local council had wanted a co-educational school to meet local demand, however
the DfE approved the Eden Boys' Leadership Academy. Speaking to the Telegraph and Argus Cllr
David Ward, the Liberal Democrat group's education spokesman, said "This is a complete step in
the wrong direction that we as a society should be going, I don't believe in segregating children by
faith. What is the logic in this? I don't understand it."

NSS campaigns officer Alastair Lichten said: "As this case demonstrates, academisation is leaving
local authorities with little power to ensure new schools are inclusive and suitable for the local
community. Minority faith ethos schools – for which there is little demand within or outside of the
schools' faith group – are likely to remain undersubscribed, meaning that either parents will be
expect6ed to take up places in such schools against their wishes, or the increased capacity will fail
to alleviate the demand for spaces."

The NSS's analysis focussed on 111 schools, excluded the twenty special free schools which local
authorities have identified a need for.

Eight of the new free schools will be designated as Church of England Academies – one in
Cambridgeshire will be coordination with the Catholic Church. Between three and six further
academies will have a Christian religious ethos.

Mr Lichten said the rise of Multi Academy Trusts (MATs) with a religious ethos and faith ethos
schools had 'blurred the line' between faith and community schools.

"The lack of clear information about the schools' ethos in the announcement is concerning. This,
and the issues we are seeing with non-religious schools taken over by religious MATs, means
many parents will continue to find it difficult to know what role religious groups are playing in their
children's schools."
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Related Campaigns

No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More
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Councils say faith schools disadvantaging looked after
children

Evidence increasing that faith schools disadvantage those with greatest need. Read More »

Don’t merge secular school into faith school, NSS urges
council

The National Secular Society has urged Southwark Council to reject plans to merge a nonreligious
school into a faith... Read More »

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
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Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/peer-calls-for-more-secular-democracy-in-re-debate
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/peer-calls-for-more-secular-democracy-in-re-debate

