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England, says NSS
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The National Secular Society has urged the Government to allow the Church of England to find its
own level of sustainability, in a response to a Government-led review.

The English Churches and Cathedrals Sustainability Review was commissioned by the
Government in March 2016 to consider the challenges faced by Anglican church buildings and their
long term sustainability.

Over 2000 Anglican churches have congregations of fewer than 10, and two-thirds of church
buildings are in rural areas, home to just 20% of the population.

Attendance at Church of England services has plunged to its lowest level ever with official figures
showing that only 1.4% of the population of England now attend Anglican services on a typical
Sunday morning.

The Government's church buildings task force is seeking to explore "creative and innovative ways"
of using available resources more effectively to ensure churches "continue to be an integral part of
local life" while not increasing the overall level of Government funding.

Since 2014 the Government has allocated around £221 million to repairing places of worship, with
the vast majority of the money going to the Church of England – despite it having estimated assets
of over £20bn.

The survey asks whether the local community – whether they attend their local Church of England
church or not – has a "responsibility" for the preservation or upkeep of church buildings, and asks
what churches need to offer in order to be attractive as venues for wider events and ventures.

In a response to the Department for Culture, Media & Sport, which is coordinating the survey, the
NSS said it would be wrong for the Government to excessively subsidise buildings if there was little
local demand.

Churches are not ideal substitutes for community buildings, the Society said, and may prove
alienating to some.

A spokesperson for the NSS said: "While there is a secular case for protecting buildings of cultural
and historical significance, the Church of England is an extremely wealthy organisation which
should not shirk its responsibility."

Arguing that the Review should not support claims that church buildings are unsustainable without
wider financial and community support, the NSS pointed to the Churches' assets and priorities,
stating that: "If the Church chooses to continue to withdraw support in order to focus on mission
and church growth, then it should expect to lose control of such assets – which may be of interest
to some community, local government or private developers."

You can respond to the English Churches and Cathedrals Sustainability Review here. The survey
will close at noon on Tuesday 31st January.

https://www.secularism.org.uk/blog/2016/09/church-of-england-or-chancellor-of-the-exchequer-whos-setting-the-agenda
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2016/02/church-stresses-urgent-need-to-focus-evangelism-on-children-young-people-and-their-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/english-churches-and-cathedrals-sustainability-review
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Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.

Read More
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Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »

Taxpayers shouldn't be burdened with propping up the
Church

Faced with dwindling congregations, the Church of England is looking for ways to fund the growing
repair bill of its... Read More »

Cabinet ministers to speak at Christian nationalist
conference
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The National Secular Society has expressed alarm over plans for cabinet ministers to speak
alongside anti-LGBT campaigners... Read More »

Ep 18: Remembrance Day | Clerical Abuse

In this week's episode, Emma Park is joined by the NSS's Megan Manson and Chris Sloggett to
discuss the Church of... Read More »

Election 2019: pledges that should be in the parties’
manifestos

As the UK's political parties consider their manifestos for the upcoming election, NSS chief
executive Stephen Evans... Read More »
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