
Don’t force the hijab on young girls, says
Muslim women’s rights campaigner
Posted: Fri, 27th Jan 2017

Shaista Gohir of the Muslim Women's Network has criticised Muslim parents who make their young
daughters wear hijabs.

Her comments came after controversy over a Catholic faith school which said that a four-year old
pupil could not wear a hijab to school because it breached the school's uniform policy.

Under the policy hats, scarves and large headbands are clearly prohibited, along with certain hair
styles.

The St Clare's Catholic Primary School home-school agreement also requires parents to support
the school in the application of the uniform policy.

Gohir said that making very young girls were the hijab should not be normalised.

"The school is as entitled to tell children not to wear [a hijab] as they are to stop a child wearing
trainers or even a Superman costume.

"Let them be children, they've got their whole life to wear a headscarf if they want to."

Gohir said in her view that there was "no Islamic requirement for a four-year-old to wear a
headscarf."

"We challenge parents who spray tan or give pole dancing classes to seven-year-olds, so we
should be challenging Muslim parents who make young children wear the hijab.

"I've seen girls of two wearing them. We should let children be children. I would personally not like
to see it normalised for four and five-year-olds to be wearing headscarfs."

Gohir added that the purpose of the hijab is to "prevent unwanted male sexual attention" and she
asked "what message" was being sent by making a four-year old wear it, arguing that it amounted
to "sexualising a child".
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Freedom of religion or belief

Secularism protects freedom of religion or belief for all.

Read More

No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More

Women’s rights

End religious subordination of women and girls.

Read More
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Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
Read More »

Faith schools’ admissions criteria found in breach of
regulations

Schools highlighted by the National Secular Society for coercive and controlling behaviour found to
be non-compliant with regulations. Read More »
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Seventy-five years on from the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its promise
of freedom and equality remains a distant dream for those living under religious rule, says Stephen
Evans. Read More »

NSS tells Scottish Government to keep religious dogma out
of sex ed

NSS: provisions in new guidance on sex education leaves door open for religious ideology, risking
children's wellbeing. Read More »

NSS: Don’t let NI faith schools fail pupils on reproductive
rights

Requirement for RSE to reflect "religious principles" conflicts with neutral lessons on reproductive
health in NI schools, NSS says. Read More »
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