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A statutory inquiry has been opened by the Charity Commission into the St Laurence Education
Trust and Ampleforth Abbey, over the Catholic charities' handling of sexual abuse allegations.

The St Laurence Education Trust runs two prestigious independent Roman Catholic schools, the
Ampleforth College and St Martin's Ampleforth.

The Ampleforth Abbey religious community shares a site with Ampleforth College, which is at the
centre of child sexual abuse allegations.

The Commission said that the St Laurence Education Trust faced an investigation over "the charity
trustees' approach to safeguarding and handling of allegations of sexual abuse" at Ampleforth
College.

"The investigation follows media reporting regarding individuals with links to Ampleforth College in
connection with allegations of sexual abuse. The Commission has been engaging with the trustees
on this matter since August 2016. A decision was taken to open the statutory inquiry on 15
November 2016 after considering further information from the trustees and the Commission's
statutory duties."

The Charity Commission is not investigating the allegations of abuse themselves, but the
governance and response of the charity to allegations.

The statutory inquiry will examine whether there has been "misconduct or mismanagement" by the
charities' trustees and their "handling of safeguarding matters".

Additionally, the investigation will consider "how the charities dealt with the risks to the charities
and their beneficiaries arising from alleged abuse incidents, including the application of their
safeguarding policy and procedures."

It will also look at "the administration, governance and management of the charities by the trustees
and whether or not the trustees have complied with and fulfilled their duties and responsibilities as
trustees under charity law".

The Commission stressed that it was not a "safeguarding authority" and that its inquiries into the St
Laurence Education Trust and Ampleforth Abbey, a religious community that shares a site with
Ampleforth College, would not go into the investigation of "allegations of abuse or actual incidents
of abuse, whether historic or recent."

"Anyone with concerns about specific incidents of alleged abuses, whether historic or recent,
regarding any charity, should report their concerns to the police and the relevant safeguarding
authorities," the Commission said.

Richard Scorer, a lawyer representing many victims of abuse in the Catholic church, and an NSS
council member, said that "there have been serious concerns for many years about the handling of
complaints of child abuse at Ampleforth and indeed in the wider English Benedictine Congregation.



These concerns have intensified following recent media stories. The decision of the Charities
Commission to initiate a formal inquiry into these issues indicates the seriousness of the problem. It
is imperative that religious organisations are held to the same standards as secular organisations
when it comes to child protection."
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Religious privilege must not undermine safeguarding and justice.
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Public authorities failing to tackle abuse in religious settings, panellists say at NSS event. Read
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Most victims and survivors unsatisfied with safeguarding approaches, while safeguarding
'weaponised' to remove those "seen as a nuisance", report finds. Read More »

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
Read More »

NSS to hold event on tackling abuse in religious
communities

Safeguarding experts in panel discussion in Manchester this March. Read More »
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