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can’t trust the police is deeply divisive
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The National Secular Society has criticised Shadow Home Secretary Andy Burnham for suggesting
that British Muslims couldn't trust the police when they report hate crimes.

Speaking at a fringe meeting at the Labour Party Conference, Burnham said that the police had a
"possible conflict of interest" when dealing with anti-Muslim hate crimes, and that the Government
"almost legitimise" anti-Muslim "behaviour".

Burnham compared the Government's anti-extremism strategy with burkini bans in France,
describing Prevent as "an approach to policy that singles out one community for different
treatment".

According to a report in the Independent Labour's Shadow Home Secretary said: "There's a lot of
people in this country not necessarily at risk from 'Islamic extremism' but it's far-right extremism.
That's what we're talking about here, but where is the statutory duty on that? … There are so many
issues with it that it needs a root and branch review."

In reality, the Government's guidance on Prevent says: "Our Prevent work is intended to deal with
all kinds of terrorist threats to the UK. The most significant of these threats is currently from terrorist
organisations in Syria and Iraq, and Al Qa'ida associated groups. But terrorists associated with the
extreme right also pose a continued threat to our safety and security."

Burnham then told the group that there was a need for "trusted third parties for reporting hate
crime".

"If people have a feeling that the bodies that they would go to are also simultaneously being asked
to monitor them there's a possible conflict of interest there isn't there?"

Because of Prevent, Burnham said, "people won't feel able to come forward and say exactly what's
happening to them and their family if they also feel they're being monitored in some way.

"Is there then a need to create trusted third parties for reporting hate crime so that it isn't the case
that people have to go directly to the police or [possibly] the council?"

Mr Burnham suggested that Prevent was causing anti-Muslim attacks, and that the Government
was effectively legitimising this.

He said: "If governments are doing things to almost legitimise things in some way by saying this
community does need to be treated differently, it does need to be watched at a local level, because
there's danger here in terms of behaviour, that is highly problematic."

The NSS responded that "Andy Burnham's cheap posturing on Prevent and comments about the
police sow division and distrust. Whatever you think about Prevent, Mr Burnham's specific
suggestion – that there is no duty to deal with far-right extremism – is simply false.

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/prevent-anti-extremism-strategy-legitimising-islamophobic-hate-attacks-andy-burnham-warns-a7330951.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2015/9780111133309/pdfs/ukdsiod_9780111133309_en.pdf


"It is incredibly irresponsible to suggest that Muslims might need to bypass the police to access
justice and that Muslims can't trust the police.

"It is particularly incendiary for Mr Burnham to imply that the British state somehow legitimises anti-
Muslim behaviour and even attacks on Muslims, which does seem to be the implication of his
comments.

"Having groups that monitor and attacks and collect data is valuable, provided they collect reliable
information on actual attacks and crimes, rather than including examples of vaguely defined 'hate
speech' on social media. But that is very different to saying, as Mr Burnham did, that these groups
should substitute the police so that Muslims don't ever need to 'go directly to the police' or local
authorities."

Burnham was speaking to the controversial group Muslim Engagement and Development (MEND).
MEND's chief executive Sufyan Ismail has accused Tell MAMA, a group which collects data on
anti-Muslim attacks, of being "pro-Zionist" and said Muslims couldn't associate with it because it
was "making all sorts of comments we might not agree with when it comes to homosexuality".

Before the General Election Sufyan Ismail claimed that "It's perfectly OK under UK law to hate
Islam and Muslims, it's not a problem…if you're Muslim, [the law says] you can take liberties big
time, that's why women are getting their hijabs ripped off."
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Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.
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Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fitness to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »

Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government

Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »

NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
in Wales

NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic" to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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