
Free speech campaigners demand to know
why play on Islamic extremism was cancelled
Posted: Tue, 18th Aug 2015

Index on Censorship and English PEN have called for answers after 'Homegrown', a play about
radicalisation, was cancelled by the National Youth Theatre shortly before its first performance.

The play was due to be staged by a cast of 112 young people aged between 15 and 25, and was to
tackle issues around extremism and radicalisation, including why so many young British Muslims
feel drawn to the Islamic State.

In a letter published in the Times on 14 August, leading writers, artists and actors joined free
speech organisations in warning of a "culture of caution" that was shutting down debate and
discussion.

There are also concerns, shared by the National Secular Society, about the exact series of events
which led to the play's cancellation ten days before it was to be performed, and the signatories
write of the troubling "reports that the NYT [National Youth Theatre] may have been put under
external pressure to change the location and then cancel the production.

"Police, local authorities and arts organisations have a duty to respect and protect freedom of
expression — even, and most especially, where they disagree with the message or find it
controversial.

"We urge the NYT to give a full account of what led to the decision, and hope that a way can be
found to stage it so that the young voices involved can be heard and the production can be judged
on its merits."

Signatories include David Aaronovitch and Jodie Ginsberg of Index on Censorship, Maureen
Freely, the president of English PEN, and Shami Chakrabarti, the director of Liberty.

Index on Censorship previously described the cancellation as "very worrying" and argued that "as a
society we should be encouraging vehicles that shed light on the processes of radicalisation among
young people. The way forward is to open up discussions about controversial subjects in
contemporary Britain."

Stephen Evans, campaigns manager at the National Secular Society, commented: "It is concerning
that the details of what exactly led to the play's cancellation are still unclear.

"Discussion about radicalisation and Islamic extremism should not be off-limits, and we hope that
misplaced sensitivity over religion was not behind the cancellation.

"Reports about 'external pressure' placed on the organisers are very troubling and there needs to
be a full account of what took place. Free speech must be defended, whether encroached on by
the Government and police, or through inappropriate deference to religious feelings."

Meanwhile, a planned Mohammed Cartoon exhibit has been cancelled with organisers citing
security concerns. In a statement on the ShariaWatch website, Anne Marie Waters said "the risk of
running this exhibition is simply too high".

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/opinion/letters/article4527843.ece
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2015/08/cancellation-of-homegrown-is-very-worrying/
http://www.shariawatch.org.uk/articles/mohammed-cartoon-exhibition-cancelled#.VdMec7JViko
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Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.

Read More
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NSS: Report reveals ‘inherent danger’ of Islamophobia
definition

Creeping restriction of free expression illustrated in report's account of increasingly spurious
accusations of 'Islamophobia'. Read More »

We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »
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NSS hosts talk with author of Annie Besant book

Renowned author Michael Meyer discusses 'A Dirty, Filthy Book' in online event. Read More »

Three years on, the lessons of Batley are yet to be learned

The Batley affair exposed the Islamist threat to UK schools. We're still yet to come to terms with its
implications, says Jack Rivington. Read More »
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