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trading and sharia tribunals set for Lords
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A number of bills related to secular causes have been successful in the House of Lords Private
Members' Bill ballot, meaning that new laws on sharia tribunals, assisted dying, ending chancel
repair liability, and Easter trading are set to be debated in Parliament.

The Easter Trading Bill, which the NSS has advocated for, would relax restrictions on Easter
Sunday opening times for large stores.

The law currently requires large shops, such as supermarkets, to close on Easter Sunday. The Bill
would enable shops to open on Easter Sunday as they do on any other Sunday of the year.

Earlier this year the NSS wrote to the PM calling the current law an "unwarranted restriction on
business" and said whilst it supported the rights of those who wish to observe Easter, it was
disrespectful to the remainder of the population for the law to regulate how they spent their Easter
Sundays.

The proposed legislation was introduced by Baroness Turner of Camden, an honorary associate of
the NSS.

Additionally, Baroness Cox is putting forward her Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill,
which would regulate sharia courts to protect vulnerable individuals, and criminalise tribunals that
falsely claim to have the legal powers of a court.

Baroness Cox has done significant campaign work in recent years on the issue of sharia tribunals
and she has repeatedly warned about "religiously-sanctioned gender discrimination". She
described sharia tribunals in the UK as "a rapidly-developing alternative quasi-legal system which
undermines the fundamental principle of one law for all."

Meanwhile, the Chancel Repairs Bill will receive its First Reading on 3 June. The Bill, to be
introduced by NSS honorary associate Lord Avebury, would end the mediaeval law which has seen
thousands of homeowners in the past ten years registered as liable to pay for church repairs-
seriously damaging the value of their homes. The legislation was previously introduced by Lord
Avebury in the last Parliament and debated. The Bill is 17th in the ballot.

The Assisted Dying Bill will receive its First Reading by Lord Falconer of Thoroton on 4 June. The
previous attempt to get assisted dying legislation through the Lords failed to complete its passage
before the General Election, despite widespread public support.
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Related Campaigns

Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Reform assisted dying laws

Decisions over assisted dying should be based on autonomy and medical ethics, not religious
dogma.

Read More
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Bill to legalise assisted dying introduced in Scottish
Parliament

Reform in assisted dying law supported by 78% of Scots. Read More »

New extremism definition may put free speech at risk, NSS
warns

Proposed definition could 'label secularists as extremists'. Read More »

A state Church is no bulwark against extremism – but
secularism is

With its commitment to the separation of religion and state and safeguarding the rights of all
individuals, secularism can provide an effective defence against the spread of extremism, says
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Stephen Evans. Read More »

Bishops’ bench rallies against Assisted Dying Bill

Anglican bishops in the House of Lords have united to oppose a bill to allow the choice of assisted
dying for terminally... Read More »

Election 2019: pledges that should be in the parties’
manifestos

As the UK's political parties consider their manifestos for the upcoming election, NSS chief
executive Stephen Evans... Read More »
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