
French religious leaders asked to sign free
speech declaration
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Reporters Without Borders is asking French religious leaders to sign a statement declaring that
"everyone is free to express criticism… of any system of political, philosophical or religious
thought."

The Declaration on Freedom of Expression is part of the "Freedom of expression has no religion"
campaign.

The push comes amid widespread fears about de facto Islamic blasphemy laws in Europe, and
after the Pope made clear his view that freedom of expression has limits where matters of faith and
religion are concerned.

The declaration states that "no one's concept of what is sacred may be imposed on others."

The campaign is asking leaders of many different faiths to sign the statement, including Muslims,
Christians and Jews. Reporters Without Borders state that they have "sought the support of
representatives of France's leading religious organizations" and that several senior figures have
already signed the statement, including Dalil Boubakeur, head of the Paris Mosque and the French
Council of Muslim Worship; François Clavairoly, who leads the Protestant Federation and Marie-
Stella Boussemart, president of the French Buddhist Union.

Grand Rabbi Haïm Korsia is said to support the declaration in principle, and is calling for a
"collective response from all members of the French Conference of Religious Leaders", including
the "French Conference of Bishops and the French Assembly of Orthodox Bishops."

Reporters Without Borders explain that their goal is "to draw attention to the close relationship
between freedom of expression and religious freedom" and "to combat the temptation to restrict
freedom of expression."

Jean-Louis Bianco, president of the Secularism Monitoring Centre, said: "This important declaration
stresses that freedom of conscience and freedom of expression are closely linked and
complementary. Secularism is what unites them because it constitutes a framework that allows the
expression of any opinion or belief, within the limits of the freedom of others."
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Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.

Read More
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With its commitment to the separation of religion and state and safeguarding the rights of all
individuals, secularism can provide an effective defence against the spread of extremism, says
Stephen Evans. Read More »
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