
Al-Madinah free school under scrutiny again
Posted: Thu, 27th Mar 2014

The education watchdog Ofsted will pay a further monitoring visit to the controversial Al-Madinah
Muslim School in Derby. Inspectors want to find out if there have been any improvements since the
school hit the headlines last October over accusations of extremism and mismanagement. At that
stage it was placed in special measures.

In November last year a monitoring visit by inspectors found the school had made little or no
progress and in some areas it had slipped further back.

The School Minister, Lord Nash, has ordered that the secondary section of the school be closed
this summer and has also accepted the resignations of the free school's original founders.

Meanwhile, Barry Day, chief executive of education charity Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust, is to
oversee the school and chair a newly-created trust board.

A school improvement plan has been implemented, and its progress will be checked by Ofsted
during this visit.

The controversy surrounding the school was a severe embarrassment to Education Minister
Michael Gove and a blow to his free schools policy.
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No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.
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NI assembly votes in favour of inclusive, evidence-based
RSE

MLAs speak of "twisted" RSE teaching that thoughts of sex are "sinful" and same-sex relationships
"laughed at". Read More »

Faith school takeover proceeds despite overwhelming
opposition

NSS: Governors 'concealing' strength of feeling against Church of England ethos. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

Allowing more religious selection in schools would be a big
mistake

Abandoning the 50% admission cap would exacerbate the discrimination, disadvantage and
division inherent with faith schools, argues Stephen Evans. Read More »

NSS joins open letter against faith school discrimination

Education experts, politicians, religious leaders and public figures unite to call on Education
Secretary to keep the faith school admissions cap. Read More »
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