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A third of community schools and over a third of academies without a religious character are failing
to meet their legal or contractual agreements to provide religious education, according to a survey
published today by The National Association of Teachers of Religious Education (NATRE).

NATRE's research found:

33% of community schools and 35% of academy schools without a religious character say
they do not meet their legal requirements to teach RE in Key Stage 4
A quarter of all schools (26%) do not offer RE to 14-16 year olds
57% of schools plan to make no GCSE RS Short Course entries, as opposed to 41% in 2012
30% of schools give less than the recommended teaching time of 120-140 learning hours for
a Full Course RS GCSE
In around a third (31%) of secondary schools, one in five RE lessons are filled by teachers
with timetable gaps, rather than expertise and understanding of the subject
One in five (20%) community schools and academies without a religious character reported a
reduction in the number of specialist staff employed to teach RE. This was in addition to the
24% that reported cuts last year. Academies with a religious character and voluntary aided
schools reported cuts of 14%.

RE is a compulsory subject in all English schools, and the only statutory subject that is not part of
the National Curriculum. Local authority controlled schools teach a syllabus determined by local
committees, largely dominated by religious representatives. Schools and academies with a
religious character (faith schools) are free to teach their own syllabus – which may be confessional
in nature.

NATRE say the subject has been "edged out" of schools by government reforms, and is using the
research to lobby the government for additional resources and strengthened provision of RE.

However, the National Secular Society has called for serious reform of RE to make the subject
relevant.

Stephen Evans, National Secular Society campaigns manager, said: "Without any clear
educational purpose, it is not surprising that many schools fail to take religious education seriously.

"Education about religion and belief needs to be revitalised by scrapping the dated concept of RE
and replacing it with a new objective National Curriculum subject for all pupils. To develop young
people's understanding of the world we live in, pupils should be equipped not only with a good
understanding of a range of faith perspectives and world religions, but also of non-religious beliefs
and secular ethics. A reformed subject would enable young people to take a more balanced
approach to the consideration of moral and ethical issues.

"Rather than allowing the Church of England and other faith groups to dictate what is taught in
schools, any subject covering religion and belief should be devised by the same process as other



National Curriculum subjects. It goes without saying that faith schools should lose their ability to
teach about religion from their own exclusive viewpoint."

The National Secular Society's position on RE is set out in full here.
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Rethink RE

We need a new subject to teach children about worldviews, citizenship and ethics.

Read More
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NSS: Ofsted research shows RE is “a hopeless case”

Ofsted says subject "continues to wilt", with some schools teaching "little discernible RE". Read
More »

Response unit needed to tackle blasphemy flashpoints,
report says

Recommendations echo NSS calls for more support for schools facing religious intimidation and
threats. Read More »

Remove religious barriers to inclusion in NI schools, paper
says

"Little change" in school religious composition for over two decades, research finds Read More »
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Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
Read More »

NSS highlights religious barriers to inclusive education in NI

NSS response to inquiry calls for more integrated schools and more secular education system in
Northern Ireland. Read More »
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