Survey reveals RE as least useful subject on
the curriculum

Posted: Fri, 9th Aug 2013

A new survey on life at school has revealed that RE is regarded as the least useful subject to learn.

The survey by Opinium Research asked more than 1,800 adults who attended UK secondary
schools which subject they thought was the least beneficial to their education. Just over one in five
(21%) said religious education. This was followed by art (chosen by 16%) and PE (10%).

Stephen Evans, campaigns manager at the National Secular Society, said: "These results are
unsurprising. For too long RE has been allowed to carry on with no clear educational purpose.

"It's time religious education was replaced with a new programme of study under the heading of
philosophy and ethics. A reformed subject would still include education about religion, but without
the inherent bias that results from the syllabus being left in the hands of vested interests intent on
promoting their beliefs in schools."

Read the Opinium Research results/tables in full
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Rethink RE

We need a new subject to teach children about worldviews, citizenship and ethics.

Read More
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Response unit needed to tackle blasphemy flashpoints,
report says

Recommendations echo NSS calls for more support for schools facing religious intimidation and
threats. Read More »

Remove religious barriers to inclusion in NI schools, paper
says

“Little change" in school religious composition for over two decades, research finds Read More »

Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
Read More »

NSS highlights religious barriers to inclusive education in NI

NSS response to inquiry calls for more integrated schools and more secular education system in
Northern Ireland. Read More »

Unregistered school investigations nearly double in one year

Ofsted annual report also finds Religious Education in schools "not fit for purpose” Read More »
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