Government has a “duty” to provide Catholic
Education, says Archbishop

Posted: Tue, 25th Jun 2013

One of the Vatican's most senior clerics has used a visit to Scotland to reinforce the message that
the provision of faith schools by the state is a fundamental right of Catholic families.

Archbishop Gerhard Mdller, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, made the
statement at during a lecture at Glasgow University last week. He also drew attention to the "voices
raised against" Catholic education.

The visit is seen as an indication of the Vatican's interest of the health of the Catholic Church in
Scotland, which has been through one of the biggest crises in its history. It also comes just a week
after Secular Scotland lodged a petition with the Scottish parliament asking for the law to be
changed so that RE and religious observance in state schools are opt-in rather than opt-out.

Archbishop Muller will tell the audience: "For many decades, there have been voices raised against
the idea of Catholic education, against the fact of distinct faith schools and increasingly, in today's
society, there are great challenges to the very idea of a religious education.”

Archbishop Miiller accepted there were voices within the Church itself which questioned the need
for separate Catholic education. But he added: "The State has the duty and responsibility to
facilitate the wishes of Catholic parents to educate their children according to their desire to pass
on their faith to their children.”

Terry Sanderson, president of the National Secular Society, said: "The Cardinal is obviously
advocating for his own interests and those of his Church, but although most Human Rights charters
guarantee parents the right to raise their children according to their own religion, no charter says
that the state has a 'duty’ or ‘responsibility’ to do the job for them or to use taxpayers' money to
'facilitate’ it."
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No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More
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Councils say faith schools disadvantaging looked after
children

Evidence increasing that faith schools disadvantage those with greatest need. Read More »
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The National Secular Society has urged Southwark Council to reject plans to merge a nonreligious
school into a faith... Read More »

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
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Remove religious barriers to inclusion in NI schools, paper
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"Little change" in school religious composition for over two decades, research finds Read More »

Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
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