
NSS welcomes European Court decision to
refuse appeal to Christian activists
Posted: Tue, 28th May 2013

The National Secular Society has welcomed a decision by the European Court of Human Rights
not to refer the cases of three British Christians to the Grand Chamber.

Nurse Shirley Chaplin, registrar Lillian Ladele and relationship counsellor Gary McFarlane lost their
appeals to the ECtHR in January and had requested the court's Grand Chamber to reconsider their
cases.

Responding to the European Court's decision not to allow a final appeal, Keith Porteous Wood,
executive director of the National Secular Society, said:

"Fortunately, Europe's highest court has now wisely followed numerous lower courts and rejected
the applicants' attempts for religious conscience to trump equality law.

"The UK has the world's most comprehensive equality laws which already include strong protection
for religious believers and they would have been fatally compromised, particularly for LGBT people,
had the Grand Chamber overturned any of these judgments.

"We hope that this will now draw a line under the attempts by a small coterie of Christian activists
to obtain special privileges for themselves which would invariably come at the expense of other
people's rights. The principle of equality for all, including for religious believers, is now established
and they should stop wasting the time of the courts with these vexatious cases."
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Freedom of religion or belief

Secularism protects freedom of religion or belief for all.
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Related Articles

We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

School’s decision to restrict prayer rituals lawful, court finds

Disadvantage to Muslim pupils outweighed by need to promote interests of whole school
community, judge says. Read More »

The universality of human rights needs defending

Seventy-five years on from the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its promise
of freedom and equality remains a distant dream for those living under religious rule, says Stephen
Evans. Read More »

Freedom of religion or belief must include the freedom to
‘blaspheme’

The freedom to question and criticise religious ideas in the same manner as any other kind is
foundational to a democratic... Read More »

Established church hinders religious freedom, NSS tells UN
expert

The NSS has told a UN expert that lack of separation between Church and state is undermining
freedom of religion or belief in the UK. Read More »
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