Hull council latest to scrap free pupil
transport to religious schools

Posted: Thu, 23rd May 2013

Hull City Council is to cease discretionary funding transport for pupils attending "faith schools" from
September 2014. The change will save £339,000 in 2014-15 according to council figures.

Local Education Authorities have a statutory duty to provide free school transport for pupils of
school age who live beyond walking distance to their nearest school. The walking distance to
school is three miles for children over the age of eight years.

The current policy provided free school transport to pupils significantly beyond the statutory duty,
however, as required by law, the council will still give free travel to pupils on low incomes or with
special educational needs.

Many local authorities facing major pressure on their budgets are now either cutting (or proposing
to cut) free or subsidised transport to faith schools in an attempt to save money. The free school
bus policy had not been changed since 1996, according to the council.
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No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.
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Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

Allowing more religious selection in schools would be a big
mistake

Abandoning the 50% admission cap would exacerbate the discrimination, disadvantage and
division inherent with faith schools, argues Stephen Evans. Read More »

NSS joins open letter against faith school discrimination

Education experts, politicians, religious leaders and public figures unite to call on Education
Secretary to keep the faith school admissions cap. Read More »

Faith school found inadequate for ten years fails inspection

again

Jewish school where teachers slapped children criticised for poor secular education in latest
inspection. Read More »

NSS urges PM to retain cap on faith-based admissions

Supporters of inclusive schools encouraged to tell MPs to protect the 50% cap. Read More »
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