I’'m keeping Canberra secular, says Chief
Minister

Posted: Tue, 22nd Jan 2013

A spat about the separation of religion from governance has broken out between politicians in the
Australian capital of Canberra.

Vicki Dunne (Liberal), who is speaker of the Legislative Assembly is challenging the Chief Minister,
Katy Gallagher (right) (Labor) to attend a church service to mark the beginning of the new
Assembly on February 11.

But Ms Gallagher is insisting that Canberra is secular and that "as a matter of principle" she and
her colleagues will not take part in the ceremony.

Mrs Dunne wrote to the Chief Minister last week asking her for a second time to attend the service
and to join a procession at the beginning of the ceremony and address the congregation.
"Notwithstanding the Labor Party's stance on the issue, | still am pleased to invite you, as the
territory's Chief Minister, to attend and participate in the service," Mrs Dunne said in her letter.
"Firstly, I invite you to walk with me in the procession at the commencement and in the recession at
the conclusion of the service.

"Secondly, | invite you to speak to offer a greeting to the gathering. | would appreciate your co-
operation by keeping the greeting to about 300 words."

Mrs Dunne said the service would be conducted according to Christian liturgy, but she would invite
representatives from the "broader spiritual community" to the event.

"l hope this church service will establish a strong and lasting link between the Assembly and the
many spiritual communities across Canberra," Mrs Dunne's letter said.

In her reply, Ms Gallagher reiterated the government's position that "as a matter of principle, we are
opposed to creating a formal nexus between religious worship and the Legislative Assembly."

The Chief Minister said Canberra had been well served by the secular basis of the Assembly. "I
therefore advise that | will not be accepting your invitation to attend and participate in the service,
but I wish you all the best for the day."

Ms Gallagher said on Tuesday that the ceremony could be seen as the beginning of a formal link
between the Assembly and the church if she attended. ™| don't want to appear churlish or
disrespectful, my declining of the invitation is to make sure we keep the Assembly as the secular
institution it has always been. If that is to change it should be done by a vote of the Assembly, not a
day that was organised by the Speaker."

Mrs Dunne confirmed that the ceremony would go ahead whether the Chief Minister attended. "As
is completely proper | extended an invitation to the Chief Minister," she said. Whether the Chief
Minister decides to attend this community event or not is completely her decision.”
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Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.
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NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
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Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
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New extremism definition may put free speech at risk, NSS
warns

Proposed definition could 'label secularists as extremists'. Read More »

A state Church is no bulwark against extremism — but
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With its commitment to the separation of religion and state and safeguarding the rights of all
individuals, secularism can provide an effective defence against the spread of extremism, says
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Report. CofE safeguarding “below standards” of secular
institutions

Most victims and survivors unsatisfied with safeguarding approaches, while safeguarding
'weaponised' to remove those "seen as a nuisance”, report finds. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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