
Belgian monarchy rocked by Queen’s tax
avoidance plans
Posted: Tue, 29th Jan 2013

Belgium plans to slash the annual stipend of the dowager Queen Fabiola after politicians learned
she had set up a private foundation to provide for nieces and nephews and for her favourite
Catholic charities after her death.

Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo told MPs he wanted to cut the payment from €1.4 million (£1.18m) to
€923,000 (£776,000). The widow of the late King Baudouin – a devout Catholic who in 1990
stepped aside temporarily to avoid signing the country's abortion bill – insisted the money came
from property inherited from her Spanish family.

The 84-year-old now says she has dissolved a charitable vehicle founded in September that
allowed her to pass on monies.

The emergence of the plan a few weeks ago provoked rare outrage in political and media circles in
Belgium and has rocked the monarchy to its foundations.

"This weighs heavily on me," Fabiola said of the storm that her activities caused. "It was never my
intention to finance this foundation with monies from my stipend, but with monies from my
inheritance and my Godfather."
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The time to disestablish the Church of England has come

Lib Dem peer Paul Scriven explains why he has introduced a bill in parliament to separate Church
and state. Read More »

Tackling CofE privilege unites Anglicans and atheists at NSS
event

Politicians and priests united to challenge Church of England privileges at a National Secular
Society event in parliament... Read More »

Hold the Church to account for abuse – separate it from the
state

The Church of England's increasingly dire record on safeguarding should have consequences for
its established status,... Read More »

The coronation isn’t for us. It’s for the Church.

As King Charles' coronation approaches, Megan Manson says we must stop letting the Church
using our affairs of state to promote itself. Read More »

Coronation should trigger debate on church and state, says
NSS

King Charles' coronation should trigger a debate on the future relationship between church and
state, the NSS has said. Read More »
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