Most Europeans favour legalising assisted
dying

Posted: Wed, 12th Dec 2012

The Swiss Medical Lawyers Association has conducted a Europe-wide poll to discover attitudes to
assisted dying. The results show that there is widespread and strong support for legalising it.

In almost all the 12 countries included in the poll, three-quarters or more of the respondents said
people would be able to decide how and when they die.

Two-thirds to three-quarters said they could imagine opting for assisted suicide themselves if they
suffered from an incurable illness or uncontrollable pain.

The countries polled were Austria, Britain, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Portugal, Spain and Sweden. The four countries that have already legalised assisted dying —
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Switzerland — were not polled.

Germany and France are currently debating the issue. In Germany — where 87% of those polled
supported the idea — there is a proposal to legislate in favour with the proviso that no profit should
be involved.

Greece scored the least support at 52 per cent. Britain had a 71 per cent majority in favour of some
sort of legislation. More than three-quarters throughout Europe said the procedure should only be
carried out by doctors — and should not lose their licence if they helped someone to die.

The Swiss Medical Lawyers Association commented: "In practically all European countries, many
signs indicate that the prevailing legal system no long reflects the will of large parts of the
population on this issue."
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Decisions over assisted dying should be based on autonomy and medical ethics, not religious
dogma.

Read More
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Bill to legalise assisted dying introduced in Scottish
Parliament

Reform in assisted dying law supported by 78% of Scots. Read More »

Assisted dying on track to be legalised in Isle of Man

Access to assisted dying could become available as soon as 2025. Read More »

NSS: doctors not declaring faith group links in union debates

Representatives of the UK's largest doctors' union are failing to declare ties with faith groups
opposed to assisted... Read More »

Royal College of Surgeons drops opposition to assisted
dying

The National Secular Society has welcomed the Royal College of Surgeons' (RCS) decision to
adopt a neutral stance... Read More »

Assisted dying inquiry: NSS calls for reform

The National Secular Society has called for reform of the law regarding assisted dying in its
submission to a parliamentary... Read More »
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