
Young Irish want an inclusive, secular state
Posted: Mon, 19th Nov 2012

A consultation among young people in Ireland initiated by the President, Michael D. Higgins (right),
shows strong support for making the country a secular state.

The 17–24 year olds who were consulted issued a "Take Charge of Change" declaration in which
they asked for major reforms of the education system to include a focus on learning Irish, more
investment in special education, and extra classes in IT and new technologies.

Equal marriage and adoption rights for gay and transgender couples and the creation of a secular
state are also among the rights being demanded. But the declaration says that political reform is
needed to bring about the necessary changes.

"Our vision for Ireland is a secular, inclusive, multilingual, confident State with excellent and
universally accessible education, health and social support systems; an Ireland of which we can be
proud on the global stage," it says. "We have to engage in a process of systematic political reform.

"Our vision includes economic prosperity, an enterprise culture and the opportunity for education
and employment for all, a place where young people reach their potential, have a solid future and a
valued voice, free from forced emigration and the burden of national debt."

The report comes after Mr Higgins invited young people last May to take part in a national
discussion on how Ireland should develop. Regional workshops were held in Dublin, Cork,
Monaghan and Galway last September. It resulted in a report called 'Being Young and Irish' (pdf),
which was launched by the president over the weekend.
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Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

http://www.president.ie/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/BYAI-16-November.pdf
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Related Articles

New extremism definition may put free speech at risk, NSS
warns

Proposed definition could 'label secularists as extremists'. Read More »

A state Church is no bulwark against extremism – but
secularism is

With its commitment to the separation of religion and state and safeguarding the rights of all
individuals, secularism can provide an effective defence against the spread of extremism, says
Stephen Evans. Read More »

Report: CofE safeguarding “below standards” of secular
institutions

Most victims and survivors unsatisfied with safeguarding approaches, while safeguarding
'weaponised' to remove those "seen as a nuisance", report finds. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »

Review: CofE leaders mainly to blame for sacking
safeguarding body

"Extreme time pressure" imposed chiefly by archbishop of Canterbury caused "serious design
flaws" in safeguarding board, review finds Read More »
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