
Britons becoming more tolerant
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A Yougov poll of 1,637 people shows that in several respects, Britain has become more tolerant
and less prejudiced during the past four decades.

Compared with the 1970s, 81% now feel that there is less discrimination against homosexuals than
there used to be, 79% less against black people, 78% less against women, and 64% less against
Asians. Of other groups, only ageism bucks the trend, with 33% saying that discrimination against
the elderly has got worse over the years (albeit 6% fewer than those thinking it has decreased).

On the religion front, anti-Semitism is perceived to have abated, with 58% claiming there is less
discrimination against Jews than in the 1970s, 7% more, and 25% about the same. However,
Muslims, who had a relatively low public profile and were significantly less numerous four decades
ago, have not been so fortunate, with 48% of all adults contending that they experience more
discrimination, 33% less, and 11% a similar amount as before. Three-tenths also feel that
discrimination against Christians has grown, and this is especially so among men (35%) and
Conservative voters (41%). Equivalent proportions believe that discrimination against Christians
has lessened (32%) or remained static (29%).

The survey also looked at the issue of racism in football.
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