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The Irish Government has paid substantial compensation to a woman who was forced to travel
abroad for an abortion, despite being terminally ill with cancer.

Michelle Harte, of Co Wexford, sued for violation of her human rights last year. In 2010, after she
became unintentionally pregnant while suffering from a malignant melanoma, doctors at Cork
University Hospital advised her to terminate her pregnancy because of the risk to her health. Her
obstetrician was willing to perform a termination but was "hamstrung" by legal issues. The matter
was referred to the hospital's "ad hoc" ethics committee. which decided against authorising an
abortion on the basis that her life was not under "immediate threat".

Ms Harte has since died from her cancer.

Because of delays caused by her not having a passport and the time it took for the hospital to
reach its decision, her condition deteriorated and she was not able to receive cancer treatment
because of her pregnancy. Eventually she travelled, with great difficulty, to Britain for the abortion.

Ms Harte's lawyers then sued the State on her behalf for infringing her rights under the ABC case,
in which the European Court of Human Rights ruled that Ireland had breached the human rights of
a woman with cancer who had to travel abroad to get an abortion.

Religious dogma shouldn't interfere with your healthcare

We campaign to protect patients from the harm caused by the imposition on them of other people's
religious values, and advocate for a secular approach to current healthcare issues. Please consider
a donation, from as little as £1 a month, to help support our work in this area.
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Reproductive rights

Religion should never block access to abortion or contraception.

Read More
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NSS to host talk with author of ‘Dirty, Filthy Book’

Author Michael Meyer to discuss new book on leading NSS figure Annie Besant at free online
event. Read More »

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
Read More »

Parents object to Catholic school lobbying on sex education

Parents and teachers call lobbying "scandalous", "heavy-handed". Read More »

NSS: Don’t let NI faith schools fail pupils on reproductive
rights

Requirement for RSE to reflect "religious principles" conflicts with neutral lessons on reproductive
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NSS “baffled” by anti-abortion protest against history talk
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which aimed to reduce abortion. Read More »
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