
Fiji to separate church and state
Posted: Wed, 17th Oct 2012

The separation of church and state proposed in Fiji's new constitution will not be challenged by the
Diocese of Polynesia.

A Constitution Commission led by Prof Yash Ghai has initiated a public review for the proposed
constitution, soliciting comments from civic society leaders, and has also sought to explain to the
predominantly Christian nation what separation means. "This doesn't mean that the State is anti-
religion but just a feeling that the function and responsibility of religion of beliefs within societies
should be separated from the functions and policies of the institution of the State," he told the Fiji
Times.

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Polynesia, the Rt Rev Apimeleki Qiliho told The Church of
England Newspaper the diocese had not made a formal submission to the commission. In 2006
Commodore Frank Bainimarama led a military counter coup that toppled a civilian coup. The
country's Court of

Appeal in 2009 ruled the coup illegal, prompting President Josefa Iloilo to dismiss the court and
abrogate the constitution.

Commodore Bainimarama announced that a new constitution would be presented to the country in
2013 that would guarantee the separation of church and state remove the ethnic-based seats in
parliament, lower the age of voting to 18, and create an upper house, or senate, for parliament.
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Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.
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New extremism definition may put free speech at risk, NSS
warns

Proposed definition could 'label secularists as extremists'. Read More »

A state Church is no bulwark against extremism – but
secularism is

With its commitment to the separation of religion and state and safeguarding the rights of all
individuals, secularism can provide an effective defence against the spread of extremism, says
Stephen Evans. Read More »

Report: CofE safeguarding “below standards” of secular
institutions

Most victims and survivors unsatisfied with safeguarding approaches, while safeguarding
'weaponised' to remove those "seen as a nuisance", report finds. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »

Review: CofE leaders mainly to blame for sacking
safeguarding body

"Extreme time pressure" imposed chiefly by archbishop of Canterbury caused "serious design
flaws" in safeguarding board, review finds Read More »
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