Number of atheists around the world is rising

Posted: Wed, 8th Aug 2012

According to the latest global poll released by Red C Opinion Poll, part of WIN-Gallup International,
a world-wide network of leading opinion pollsters, the number of self-declared atheists in the world
has risen by 9% since the measure was last taken in 2005.

The massive poll, conducted in 57 countries (not, apparently, including Britain) among 51,000
people asked a single question "Irrespective of whether you attend a place of worship or not, would
you say you are a religious person, not a religious person or a convinced atheist?"

It shows that on average 59% of the world said that they think of themselves as religious, whereas
23% think of themselves as not religious and 13% think of themselves as convinced atheists.
Naturally there are enormous variations from country to country.

The countries with most self-described atheists are China (47%); Japan (31%), Czech Republic
(30%), France (29%), South Korea (15%), Germany (15%), Netherlands (14%), Austria (10%),
Iceland (10%), Australia (10%) and Ireland (10%).

The most religious countries are: Ghana (where 96% of people define themselves as religious),
Nigeria (93%), Armenia (92%), Fiji (92%), Macedonia (90%), Romania (89%), Iraq (88%), Kenya
(88%), Peru (86%) and Brazil (85%).

One of the most dramatic reductions in the proportion of the population considering themselves
religious occurred in Ireland: from 69% in 2005 to 47% in 2012, placing Ireland on the index of
religious belief at position 43 out of 57 countries.

The poll also showed that the poorer people were, the more likely they were to be religious.

One anomaly that the pollsters have themselves questioned is in Turkey, where those who say
they are religious is only 23% while those defining themselves as non-religious is 73% (self-defined
atheists 2%).

Read the whole poll and analysis here.
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