Protest at teacher training college’s
comparison of atheism to Nazism

Posted: Fri, 2nd Mar 2012

Atheists in Ireland have called on a teacher training college to remove notes from its curriculum
that say atheism produced "the worst horrors history has ever witnessed".

The Atheist Ireland group has called on the Hibernia College to revise the religion module in its
HDip in primary school education to teach students in an "objective, critical and pluralistic manner".

Students at the college who are training to become primary school teachers are given course notes
during the module which say that "atheist humanism produced the worst horrors history has ever
witnessed, namely Nazism, Fascism and Marxism."

Students are also expected to answer 'True' to the exam statement: "Atheist humanism produced
the worst horrors history has ever withessed".

In a letter to the college, Atheist Ireland demands the removal of the statements from the course
notes and examinations, calling them "disgraceful” and "untrue".

"HiberniaCollegeshould not be teaching the disgraceful [coursework] that very few modern atheists
are bothered about the causes of the worst atrocities in history, and that we feel anything is morally
justified in the absence of gods," the group said. "Inireland, we have got used to Roman Catholic
educational institutions discrimination against atheists and against religion people who are not
Roman Catholics. It is sad that we now findHiberniaCollege, a non-religious educational institution,
doing the same. The college has not yet responded.

Read Atheist Ireland's letter here
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Freedom of religion or belief

Secularism protects freedom of religion or belief for all.
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We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

School’s decision to restrict prayer rituals lawful, court finds

Disadvantage to Muslim pupils outweighed by need to promote interests of whole school
community, judge says. Read More »

The universality of human rights needs defending

Seventy-five years on from the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its promise
of freedom and equality remains a distant dream for those living under religious rule, says Stephen
Evans. Read More »

Freedom of religion or belief must include the freedom to
‘blaspheme’

The freedom to question and criticise religious ideas in the same manner as any other kind is
foundational to a democratic... Read More »

Established church hinders religious freedom, NSS tells UN
expert

The NSS has told a UN expert that lack of separation between Church and state is undermining
freedom of religion or belief in the UK. Read More »
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