
Pope renews attack on IVF
Posted: Fri, 2nd Mar 2012

Speaking at a conference on infertility in Rome, the Pope has renewed his attack on IVF
treatments. He said artificial methods of getting pregnant were 'arrogance', insisting that sex
between a husband and wife was the only acceptable way of conceiving.

Matrimony was the "only place worthy of the call to existence of a new human being", he told
scientists and fertility experts. "The human and Christian dignity of procreation, in fact, doesn't
consist in a "product", but in its link to the conjugal act, an expression of the love of the spouses of
their union, not only biological but also spiritual," he said.

But experts have dismissed his views as "archaic and out of step." One practitioner at an IVF clinic
in Canada said that Catholics take no notice of the Pope and he had treated many infertile Catholic
couples.
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religious values, and advocate for a secular approach to current healthcare issues. Please consider
a donation, from as little as £1 a month, to help support our work in this area.

P.S. make sure to check out the related campaigns below.

Find out more
Make a donation

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Reproductive rights

Related Campaigns

Reproductive rights

Religion should never block access to abortion or contraception.
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NSS to host talk with author of ‘Dirty, Filthy Book’

Author Michael Meyer to discuss new book on leading NSS figure Annie Besant at free online
event. Read More »

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
Read More »

Parents object to Catholic school lobbying on sex education

Parents and teachers call lobbying "scandalous", "heavy-handed". Read More »

NSS: Don’t let NI faith schools fail pupils on reproductive
rights

Requirement for RSE to reflect "religious principles" conflicts with neutral lessons on reproductive
health in NI schools, NSS says. Read More »

NSS “baffled” by anti-abortion protest against history talk

Christian group warns it will "actively" engage attendees of NSS talk on Victorian birth control –
which aimed to reduce abortion. Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/reproductive-rights/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/nss-to-host-talk-with-author-of-dirty-filthy-book
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/nss-to-host-talk-with-author-of-dirty-filthy-book
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/faith-school-banning-parts-of-geography-lessons-ofsted-finds
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/faith-school-banning-parts-of-geography-lessons-ofsted-finds
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/faith-school-banning-parts-of-geography-lessons-ofsted-finds
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/12/parents-object-to-catholic-church-lobbying-on-sex-education
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/12/parents-object-to-catholic-church-lobbying-on-sex-education
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/nss-dont-let-ni-faith-schools-fail-pupils-on-reproductive-rights
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/nss-dont-let-ni-faith-schools-fail-pupils-on-reproductive-rights
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/nss-dont-let-ni-faith-schools-fail-pupils-on-reproductive-rights
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/nss-baffled-by-anti-abortion-protest-against-history-talk
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/nss-baffled-by-anti-abortion-protest-against-history-talk

