
Abortion counselling amendment to sneak in
through the back door
Posted: Fri, 27th Jan 2012

This week, Nadine Dorries MP failed to get a second reading for her amendment proposing that
abstinence teaching should be promoted in schools - but only to girls, which we wrote about here.

Now the Government has been accused of pushing ahead with her plans to strip abortion providers
of their role in counselling women despite her amendment on the issue suffering a heavy defeat in
the Commons last year.

MPs voted by a majority of 250 to reject Ms Dorries' amendment in September. It was intended to
make women to see 'independent' counsellors before they have an abortion rather than be advised
by abortion providers like Marie Stopes International or the British Pregnancy Advisory Service.

Public health minister Anne Milton said just before the vote that the Government would try to
implement the spirit of Dorries' proposal without the need for legislation. She said: "The
Government supports the spirit of the amendments, and we intend to present proposals for
regulations after consultation."

It now appears that this is exactly what has happened.

Shadow public health minister Diane Abbott said she had walked out of a new cross-party abortion
group set up by the Government to look at the issue of counselling following the defeat. She said: "I
now believe the 'consultation' will be a front for driving through the anti-choice lobbyists' preferred
option without legislation or a debate on the floor of the House."

As we wrote in Newsline at the time, allegedly independent bodies of the kind promoted by Ms
Dorries do in fact have a strong religious agenda and use a wide variety of manipulative, emotive
and factually wrong tactics to talk women out of having abortions. We also wrote about how Ms
Dorries manipulated facts in support of the amendment.

Nadine Dorries is on record as saying that her political blog is "70% fiction and 30% fact" and that "I
have chosen the facts I wish to believe".
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Reproductive rights

Religion should never block access to abortion or contraception.

Read More

No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More

Related Articles

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
Read More »

Parents object to Catholic school lobbying on sex education

Parents and teachers call lobbying "scandalous", "heavy-handed". Read More »

NSS: Don’t let NI faith schools fail pupils on reproductive
rights

Requirement for RSE to reflect "religious principles" conflicts with neutral lessons on reproductive
health in NI schools, NSS says. Read More »

NSS welcomes calls for objective RSE in N. Ireland

The National Secular Society has said relationships and sex education (RSE) at faith schools
needs reviewing across... Read More »
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NSS raises concerns over RSE review panel members

The National Secular Society has raised concerns over the religious connections of individuals
appointed to review... Read More »
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