
Religious organisations and communities are frequent targets of abusers.

Religious institutions are often well-placed and strongly motivated to cover up incidents of sexual
and physical abuse.

We work to hold these organisations to account and get justice for abuse victims and survivors.

Many religious organisations enjoy a close relationship with the establishment and tend to see
themselves as above the law. This can increase the risk of abuse, prevent perpetrators from facing
justice, and impede efforts to support and compensate victims and survivors of abuse.

Those intent on abuse are often attracted to religious institutions. Such organisations give access
to, and sometimes extreme control over, numerous children and vulnerable adults.

When abuse does occur, religious organisations often act to protect the reputation of the institution
above the rights of the victim. They may pressure the victim to stay silent and move the perpetrator
to somewhere unaware of their reputation.

Many religious institutions also have influence and connections that enable them to evade justice
and scrutiny, often for decades.

All forms of abuse, be they sexual, physical or psychological, can cause serious harm. Victims of
abuse in religious settings have suffered physical and mental health problems, including addiction,
self-harm and suicide.

No religious organisation is immune to abuse. That's why we work at the national and
international level to hold religious organisations to account for safeguarding failings, and
to ensure victims and survivors can get justice.

Take action!

1. Share your story

Tell us why you support this campaign, and how you are personally affected by the issue. You can
also let us know if you would like assistance with a particular issue.

Share your story

2. Write to your MP

Ask your MP to support our work to end abuse in religion settings

Enter Postcode:

Find my MP

https://www.secularism.org.uk/stories


3. Join the National Secular Society

Become a member of the National Secular Society today! Together, we can separate religion and
state for greater freedom and fairness.

Join us!

Latest updates

NI assembly votes in favour of inclusive, evidence-based RSE

Posted: Wed, 24 Apr 2024 12:58

MLAs speak of "twisted" RSE teaching that thoughts of sex are "sinful" and same-sex relationships
"laughed at".

Experts speak out against religious abuse

Posted: Mon, 18 Mar 2024 10:57

Public authorities failing to tackle abuse in religious settings, panellists say at NSS event.
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