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Yesterday the Catholic Church in America began a campaign it calls "A Fortnight for Freedom"
which it says is an effort to raise awareness among Catholics of the threats to their religious liberty.
In particular they want to "raise awareness" about the Obama administration's Health and Human
Services mandate, which requires the provision of contraception as part of workplace health
insurance packages.

The Catholic Church does not want to provide this element of the package to their employees in
the many hospitals and schools it runs. The Obama administration compromised by saying the
church would not have to pay for this part of the insurance.

The bishops responded with a chorus of screeching so loud that you would have thought they were
being burned at the stake.

Their beef now is that they are not permitted to "practise their religion freely". The Government is
forcing them to act against their consciences and defy their doctrine. They claim this is
unconstitutional, unethical, dictatorial and so on.

The Church wants contraception removed from the equation completely. It wants its own "freedom"
protected while taking away the freedom of women to make a choice about their own fertility.

The arrogance of the bishops almost defies belief. They behave as though they are perfectly
entitled to write their own doctrines into law and they will portray anybody who resists as a
persecutor of religion. The propaganda push has reached such a pitch that it begins to look like a
parody of itself. The language used is so extravagant, the complaints so transparently self-serving
and the claims so patently false that in the end even Catholics turn away in disgust.

Poll after poll shows that the bishops are out on a limb with this. Even among Catholics, the vast
majority don't support the bishops' hysterical resistance.

The final verdict on the Catholic Church's political agitation will come when the President either
backs down and complies with their demands or stands firm in the face of such dishonest and
manipulative tactics. So, in an effort to galvanise what it hopes is its power base, the Church is
planning two weeks of rallies, marches, lectures and special publications.

The Vatican's great plan to reassert its authority in the Western world has so far delivered little in
the way of results. That is because the only way it can make a sustainable case is by employing
falsehoods and exaggeration.

Let's hope the failure persists.

Here are some commentators who don't consider there to be any threat to freedom of religion:

Without freedom of conscience there is no freedom of religion

Civil law does not have to follow Catholic doctrine

https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/authors/850
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/guest-commentary-there-is-no-freedom-of-religion-without-freedom/article_9ae30237-62ab-52ba-a329-4fee72f7420b.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/civil-law-does-not-have-to-follow-catholic-doctrine/article_b84f14d0-ba5c-11e1-a174-0019bb30f31a.html


Freedom of religion isn't really under attack

Equality trumps religious freedom

See also:

Who is paying for the "Fortnight for Freedom"?

Vatican on the verge of implosion
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Related Campaigns

Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Reproductive rights

Religion should never block access to abortion or contraception.

Read More
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NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

New extremism definition may put free speech at risk, NSS
warns

Proposed definition could 'label secularists as extremists'. Read More »

Ireland awaits Human Rights report on its abortion law

By Claire McCormack

Ireland awaits a September report on its abortion laws by a European Court of Human Rights
panel... Read More »

The Catholic Church is trying to flex its political muscle to
humiliate Obama – but does it still have the strength?

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York has ramped up the Catholic Church's politically motivated
assault on the Obama... Read More »

The Catholic War on Democracy

At a Vatican meeting with Catholic bishops from the USA last month, the Pope told them that they
had a duty to apply... Read More »
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